
'--' ileparttnent tif tùe Jinterior 
OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHER 

Ottawa, __________________________________________ _______ ---------------------------------

DEAR Srn, 

I wish to obtain info11nation respecting the derivation of the place-names of Canada-of the 

names of the villages, towns, cities and of the natural features, such as rivers, lakes, capes, bays, 

mountains, etc.-and shall be mnch obliged if you will give me any information that yon m~y 

possess or can procure, respecting the below-mentioned name and also respecting the names of 

any other features in the vicinity of your residence concerning which you have knowledge. 

In many localties, the older generation is passing, or has passed away, and unless steps are 

taken to collect this information, it will, in many inst:'Lnces, be too late. In most communities 

there are persons who take an interest in things of this nature or that have been connected with 

the early settlement of the locality. If there are any such in your neighbourhood, will you 

kindly submit this to them. 

Below I have indicated the lines along which I desire information and also the commoner 

derivatives of place-names in Canada :-

(1.) Whether named after a village, town, or city, or natural feature in any other province 

or country; if so, the name of province or country in which the original locality is situated. 

(2.) Whether named after a person ; if so, the person's name, occupation, spelling of name 

as rendered by the person and any details of interest respecting him (or her) su ch as (a) Whether 

alive or, if dead, approxima te year of death ; (b) Whether at any time a resident of the locality 

and, if so, whether still living there. 

(3. ) Whether named after a natural fea.ture ; if so, any details respecting the origin of the 

name as applied to the feature and the geographical position of the latter. 

( 4.) Whether the town, 'illage or city ever had any other name or names ; if so, at what 

dates, approximately, and the origin of these obsolete names. 

Any information bearing on the above will be deemed a courtesy. 

Yours truly, 

JAMES WHITE, 
Geographer. 

Kindly write your reply on the attached sheet. 

To ensure free transmission of your reply I enclose herewith an addressed envelope which 

will corne free of postage. 

Gobeur~, nt . 

(Vorth und.r erl 'ai l cl ( ll 



17 t t fr m i1 • s torical . em1· n1· sc ences of the Town .uX rac o. _ . 

for the Pas t tlundred years • 

l11·' . C.C. Ja:;ies, Deputy I1inister , De.~ urtmcnt of ür,riculture, Ton:.­

onto , referrinr; to the ori~in of the name has this to say : -

"t y ncx t question i s as to t'.ie naming of o bcurg - the t ime , 

the occasion and the spellinr; ot tt-io name . I have reccntly had the 

opportuni ty or reading copies cf the letters of RobLrt .1afle who 

came out from .C:nr,land in the summcr of lt!l9 . 11e and his family 

landed at iort rlopo on the ~~nd of iiU~ust . e says, ' n the even­

in~ wc ~ould hava landed at a srnall village named Cobourg in this 

township but could not land us, and we put off for mith's ~reek 

a distance of six miles where we arrived on Thursday morning • 

ttThis is the earliest ~ention l cve round of the name ana , 

~s it is from a letter written in 1820, I think we may conclude 

that t~e neme 1 obourg' goes back to the middle of the year 1819 . 
1 his fact proves that the town was not named af ter the ?rince 

Consort, for the namin~ of the town ~oes back at least to the year 

of :ueen Victoria's birth . '/10 must look else-.d1ere . 

ln 1818 , ~ha r 1 o t t c ;-i. u r;u s ta , i. r in c e s s o !' .1 a 1 es , da u ~ h t e r of 

Goor~e IV, married rrince DCOpold of Saxe-Cobourg-Saalfield, and 

no doubt it was at t1is time or soon af ter that the name Cobourg 

was chosen for t :rn 1 i t tle set tlement in 1 <:.mil ton township . The 
-, "' • r \ev . 1.œ . 11 .. ac, ulay \v<as ordainod in 1818 by the .uishop of ~ondon, 

and whcn he crme out to ta~o up his work in the new village on 

the lake he may hEvo bcon inrluenced by the rejoicin~s or ~ondon 

in t~e ~arria~e or the popular ~rincess . 

n 0 spell ing 



!!The s p el.Lin~ o!' t he name i s du e t o t he fact that ror #nJ 
r eason or o t her t he announc ements of the en~ar, oment and ma~--P1 a r,e 

spelleo. the name in the Prince's title 'Cobou rgn and not 'Coburg' 

as in Germany . ? erhaps it was thought that t he insertion of the 

s econd 'o ' woulJ assist the Londoner in pronouncin~ the name in 

accordance with t he German '!lothoy 


